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Where Does Poverty Come From?

There is great tension 
when it comes to the poor

Whatever you did for one of the least of these you did   
for me.

Matthew 25:40

Freely you have received; freely give.
Matthew 10:8
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Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what 
you possess and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Matthew 19:21

He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, but he 
who honors him has mercy on the needy.

Proverbs 14:31

The craving of a sluggard will be the death of him, 
because his hands refuse to work.

Proverbs 21:25
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They desired only that we should remember the poor, the 
very thing which   I also was eager to do.

Galatians 2:10

If anyone is not willing to work, neither should he eat.
2 Thessalonians 3:10

Whoever is lazy regarding his work is also a brother to 
the master of destruction.

Proverbs 18:9-10

The Lord won’t cause the righteous to hunger, but he will 
reject what the wicked crave.  Idle hands bring poverty, 
but hard-working hands lead to wealth.  Whoever 
harvests during summer acts wisely, but the son who 
sleeps during harvest is disgraceful.

Proverbs 10:3-5
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Who are the poor?

 Every human being is suffering from a poverty of 
spiritual brokenness

Who are the poor?

 Poor in the Bible means economic or material poverty

Characteristics:  insufficient food; cannot support 
themselves; debt; powerless; vulnerable

Scriptural definition of poverty:

“Unfulfillment of basic human needs required to 
adequately sustain life free from harm, disease, 
misery, hunger, pain, suffering, hopelessness and fear”
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Causes of poverty
 Injustice causes some poverty (Prov. 14:31, 22:7)
 External calamities cause some poverty (Isaiah 47:11)
 The results of living in a fallen world causes some 

poverty (Mark 5:26, 1 Tim. 5:3-4)

Causes of poverty
 Moral foolishness causes some poverty                  

(Prov. 23:21, 13:18)
 Laziness causes some poverty (Prov. 23:21, 14:23)
 Poverty of culture perpetuates a systemic practice 

and increase of poverty (Prov. 10:15)

 Give once and you elicit appreciation
 Give twice and you create anticipation
 Give three times and you create expectation
 Give four times and it becomes entitlement
 Give five times and you establish dependency
 You have now created a culture of poverty

--Robert Lupton
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While poverty is often described in economic or 
material categories, it is by no means isolated to 

those areas, for it touches relational and 
psychological areas in addition to many others.

To treat poverty primarily as an economic issue, 
believing more resources will remedy the problem, 

means we will miss the complicated issues of 
relational brokenness and will most often cause 
much greater harm if we give people money or 

other forms of aid unless in emergency situations.

Because poverty is rooted in broken relationships, 
it will require a relational context to see any 

transformation or wholeness occur.
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Because the causes of poverty are so varied, any 
systemic approach to alleviation will most likely 

hurt more than help, which means that our approach 
to ministry must be more surgical, relational and 

accountable to be effective and redemptive.


